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A Human Tree S.r.l.s. Production 
 
With collaboration of BancaEtica, Libera and fundamental support of Compagnia Shahrazad 
 
Year of production 2015 
 
Length 159’ 
 
Shot in Italy 
 
Language Italian 
 
Subtitles English 
 
Audio Stereo 
 
Format HD Color 16:9 
 
Screening Format DCP, Blu Ray, High Resolution File 
 
The documentary was shot on Full Hd 1920x1080 at 24 fps with DSLR Panasonic GH3 and 
GH2. Edited with Final Cut Pro X. 

Written, produced and directed by Fabio Leli 

Editing Audio/Video Armando Avolio, Fabio Leli 

Original Music U’Papun 

Journalistic and production collaboration Carmen Cafarella 

Cinematography Puglia Fabio Leli, Luca Desiderato 

Cinematography Italia Giampaolo Magnani, Simone Marchi 

Audio Alberto Ladduca 

Mix Audio Giuseppe Tripodi 

English Translation  Serena Franchino, Renèe Sigel, Clara Ballerini 

Graphics Contributions Mirko Lapomarda 
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Interviewees in alphabetical order: 
 
 

Andrea Abrescia 

Pietro Barbetta 

Paolo Canova an Diego Rizzuto 

Marco Dal Maso 

Simone Feder 

Maurizio Fiasco 

Francesco Fiore 

Giuseppe Galante 

Gec Art  

Matteo Iori 

Raffaele Lauro 

Gabriele Mandolesi 

The guys of Music Academy Bari 

Fabrizio, Manuela, Alice Mastrogiacomi and Mattia’s Friends 

Giuseppe Mele 

Roberto Pellicano 

Umberto Rapetto 

Attilio Simeone 
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Italy is under attack. The invader is not a foreign state. The enemy is hard to identify, but its 
presence on Italian territory is already so widespread and deeprooted hat it can easily be taken 
for an ally. It’s legalized gambling, a perfect money-making machine which last year alone 
whipped 100 billion euros out of Italians’ pockets. An invisible tax, paid voluntarily. A tax on the 
people. It is a vicious circle that has economic, political, media and cultural facets, all adapted 
to a single overriding purpose: profit. But the people making the money are very few, while 
those facing hardship and poverty are many. Because one thing is for sure – the only to win at 
gambling is to run the game. 
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Speaking of gambling in 2015 could be "fashionable", since lately we hear journalistic voices 
about scandal on TV. But the subject is treated in the same manner with which the media treat 
any other subject, or with detachment, pointing to the audience rather than to information. 
They talk about numbers, about how the legal gambling gives a return to the State or 
companies who run it, about how many players get sick of "game addiction" (a journalistic term 
that does disgust, because the playful aspect here has nothing to do) or maybe they show on 
tv hooded people sentenced, front of a wall, to tell how much money they threw away in 
gambling, when maybe they hide behind a lot more than just figures of money. But above all 
where were those same journalists, when in 2009 the crisis gripped the Italian population, 
which even then was beginning to pour so manic in tobacco shops, bingo halls or in front of 
slot machines?  
Lean on those walls I saw the elderly, the unemployed, pensioners, children who should have 
been in school, but also young mothers with children in tow. So ordinary people who used their 
time in this way. At first I did not mind so much the amount of money they spent, but the more 
the enormous amount of time they employed in that activity. Time stolen from their lives. I 
wondered if they had nothing better to do, I was wondering who knows what they could 
achieve in their lives, if only they had spent all that time, that passion, those efforts in a 
constructive activity and of common benefit to society. And consequently how many more 
people could benefit from those efforts and that time rather unfortunately wasted chasing a 
hypothetical payout of money.  
I have observed these people for two years, and they were more and more. But it is in 2011 
that one episode that I felt dreadful, and I believe still that, has completely changed the way I 
see the phenomenon of legal gambling, lawful and almost worshiped by the State. During 
Christmas Eve there is the traditional exchange of gifts between friends and relatives. In that 
year and that Christmas a lady, a friend of the family, decided to give an envelope to a 
mysterious girl of 16 years. The curious girl opened the envelope and inside she found five 
scratch cards 10 Euro, ready to be scraped together with the lady who asked the girl to do it 
immediately, through a certain ritual she was pursuing. The sadness of that episode was the 
cause of my mobilitation. Finding out what was happening to the Italian company became an 
urgency for me, felt and lived often and in too many situations of "social life", which now could 
hardly be called so. I felt that this story needed to be told because, the very people who had 
ruined their lives with gambling, at some point began to ask it. They wanted to scream, to 
testify, to find out if the faults were exclusively attributable to them or if maybe someone had 
boosted their personal tragedy. But above all they want to help those who may be able to fall 
into their own mistakes. And they will not do it by the numbers we hear in the news, but telling 
their stories. Because the numbers are quickly forgotten, a story that touches and excites 
common feelings to each of us, is more etched in the collective memory. 

Fabio Leli 
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Fabio Leli – Modugno (BA, Italy) – 09/14/1986 – Director 

 

After gaining a degree in communication in 2009 and a diploma in screenwriting and directing 
from the Accademia di Cinema e Televisione Griffith in Rome, Fabio Leli began making his first 
short films. He was assistant director and screenwriter for various Italian and international 
projects. In 2014 he wrote and directed The Social Networld – A Love Story, a short film which 
garnered a number of awards and was presented at the Roberto Rossellini Italian Cultural 
Institute in Los Angeles. In 2015 he completed his first full-length feature, Vivere alla Grande, 
presented in World Premiere at 68° Festival del Film Locarno and at 20° Milano Film Festival 
for National Premiere. 
 

Filmography 

 
2011 -  “Oltre il mare”              fiction short movie   7’ 13’’ 
 
2011 -  “Le vie del poker sono infinite”          fiction short movie   5’ 48’’ 
 
2014  -  “Tra le Onde del Mare”            tv serie   22’ 30’’ 
 
2014 -  “Vivere alla Grande – short version”          short documentary   10’ 48’’ 
 
2014 -  “The Social Networld – A love story”          fiction short movie   6’ 45’’ 
 
2015 -  “Vivere alla Grande”            feature documentary   159’ 
 

 


